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August 20 – GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

The Spiritual Gifts are special graces or abilities provided to believers by the Holy Spirit for blessing others 

and enabling us to do what He has called us to do. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

There are at least three listings of gifts in the NT. 

1. Leadership or equipping gifts. Offices given by God to the church for equipping the saints.   

Ephesians 4:7-12 

2. Motivational Gifts which align with your personality and passion and inspire you to serve.            

Romans 12:3-8 

3. Manifestations of the Holy Spirit given for the purpose of ministry and edification. I Corinthians 12:7-11 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

I Corinthians 12:1-14 (NIV) Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 

uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led 

astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God 

says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 4 There are different 

kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same 

Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given 

through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 

9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another 

miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in 

different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of 

one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 

Nine gifts. Easy way to remember. 3 gifts in 3 categories.  

1. GIFTS FOR KNOWING: Wisdom, Knowledge and The Discerning of Spirits. 

2. GIFTS FOR SPEAKING: Prophecy, Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues. 

3. GIFTS FOR DOING: The Gift of Faith, The Gifts of Healing and The Working of Miracles. 

-  - - - - - - - - 

Now let’s break it down. 

GIFTS FOR KNOWING: 

1. The Word of Wisdom. Vs 8  

Skill given by the Holy Spirit to know how and when to minister accurately by the Holy Spirit into peoples' 

lives. It makes the timing right and enables the other Gifts to make a significant impact. 

2. The Word of Knowledge. Vs 8 

The revelation of facts past, present or future which were not learned through the efforts of the natural 

mind. 

"God-given disclosures" (Michael Green). 

Example: Ananias in the conversion of Paul. Acts 9. 



3. The Discerning of Spirits. Vs. 10 

Gives the believer insight into the unseen world and enables the person to recognize the motivation 

behind a situation or person. 

GIFTS FOR SPEAKING 

1. The Gift of Prophecy. Vs 10 

Special ability to receive and communicate an immediate message of encouragement, comfort or 

instruction from God to a group or individual. 

2. Different Kinds of Tongues. Vs 10 

“Supernatural ability to speak to others and/or to God in a language never learned by the speaker.”  - Dr. 

Bill Bright 

3. The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues. Vs 10. 

The Gift by which the Holy Spirit gives explanation to that which was spoken in another language. 

GIFTS FOR DOING 

1. A Gift of Faith. Vs 9 

"The mysterious surge of confidence which sometimes arises within a person faced with a specific 

situation or need"   - John Wimber 

2. Gifts of Healing. Vs 9 

To supernaturally bring wholeness to one who is sick, saving from disease and its effects. 

3. Gift of Working Miracles. Vs 10 

“A remarkable or surprising event that happens by the direct intervention of God, not following the 

general known laws of nature" - Dr. David Yonggi Cho 

- - - - - - - - - - 

I Corinthians 12:12-14 (NIV) Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one 

body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews 

or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made 

up of one part but of many. 

- - - - - - - - 

I Corinthians 12:27-31 (NIV)  Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. (28) And 

God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts 

of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. (29) Are all apostles? Are all 

prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? (30) Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in 

tongues? Do all interpret? (31) Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. And yet I will show you the most 

excellent way. 

Some practical pointers: 

1. Set aside time for prayer and ask God to help you.  

2. Confess any sin, fears, doubts or unbelief.  that is in your life, so you can be a much more effective 

instrument in His hand. 

3. Cultivate a strong desire for the Gifts. 

4. Always remain humble and teachable. 

5. Expect God to use you. 


